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Persond and economic characteristicsof Bt cotton
farmers

M A.S. Shridevi and S.V. Halakatti

SUMMARY : Cottonisamajor commercia crop inIndia, but has substantial problems particularly from
extensive pest damage and poor yields. Bt cotton offers a promising sol ution to these serious problem.
It may prove beneficial to know socio-economic characteristics of the Bt cotton cultivators as well as
their attitude towards Bt cotton. Generally, itisfound that all the farmersresiding in the same community
do not adopt improved agricultural technology to the same extent. This may be because of several
reasons such as personal, economic characterswhich are rel ated to the adoption of improved agricultural
practices. Factorswhich affect these phenomenaare age, education, size of family, size of landholding,
annual family income. The results of the study revealed, majority of the respondents was middle aged
and more number of farmers had studied upto high school, nearly three fourth of farmers having
nuclear family. Majority of the Bt cotton farmers had medium farming experiencein Bt cotton with small
landholdings. Majority of the Bt cotton farmers belonged to medium annual income.
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